Walking Group W Risk Assessment
The following risk assessment is intended to cover the actual walks, and excludes getting to and from the walk which is the personal responsibility of members.  Group members must consider their own health and fitness levels before undertaking a walk and if in any doubt should not join the walk.
	Risk
	
	Mitigation
	
	Comment

	Getting lost
	
	The walk leader has a map and/or GPS. The walk will have been reconnoitred.
	
	Members of the group are likely to be tracking the walk on their phones

	Getting separated
	
	A back marker should be appointed if there are more than 6 people walking. The pace should be adjusted if necessary and forward walkers wait at key points allowing back markers to rest before moving off again.
	
	Count walkers, using Whatsapp group poll initially

	Slips and falls
	
	Members should have appropriate footwear and other equipment e.g. sticks.
	
	Members take personal responsibility for this.  Check first aid kit available at the start of each walk.

	Inadequate preparation
	
	Members should always carry appropriate clothing, nutrition, and be adequately hydrated.
	
	Rescue teams report call-outs are mostly to people unprepared for the circumstances.

	Serious accidents and illness
	
	The group should always have at least one charged mobile phone.
	
	All members should carry personal “in case of emergency” information, easily accessible. Walk leader should be aware of possible short cuts and/or escape routes, particularly in areas of doubtful mobile signal.

	Road accident
	
	Any potential road hazards should be identified on the reconnoitre. Follow the Highway Code.
	
	Use of hi-vis vest if appropriate for a large group of walkers

	Weather hazard
	
	The forecast is checked before the walk and walk cancelled when appropriate. Open moorland is avoided in thunder storms.
	
	Walk leader should be aware of possible short cuts and/or escape routes.

	Members struggle to complete walk
	
	Length and difficulty of walk to be notified to members in advance
	
	Appropriate action taken to avoid vulnerable members being left on their own.

	Risks to the public
	
	Walkers follow the Country Code
	
	In particular, gates are monitored.

	Covid 19 and similar
	
	Follow any government guidelines.
	
	




Walk check list 
1. Reconnoitre walk and inform group members of route length and difficulty, e.g. hilly, on flat, any specific hazards. 
2. Check weather forecast before the walk and notify members if walk to be cancelled. 
On the day 
3. Leader ensures their phone is charged and they have the relevant map. 
4. Count the number walking and identify any new members.  Ensure everyone knows each other. 
5. Appoint a back marker if there are more than six walkers. 
6. Inform walkers of route and remind them of any specific hazards e.g. busy road etc. 
7. If large numbers walking, check numbers at waiting points.
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